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CIMMYT50 begins: Opening the new 
museum



Launching the new CGIAR platform



Funding our future



Thank you to the event sponsors



Day 1: 
Celebrating CIMMYT’s impact



Highlights
• The history of scientific innovation and impact: the green revolution 

and beyond

• 50 years of scientific research from some CIMMYT scientific giants
(Byerlee, Rajaram and Edmeades)

• Mexican Secretary of Agriculture

• ‘Field day’ (weather permitting!)

• The role of CIMMYT in national systems – the ministers

• New CIMMYT strategy

• Thanking long-serving staff











Day 2: 
From production to improving 

livelihoods



Highlights
• The launch of the new CGIAR and its portfolio

– A culture and governance change
– Juergen Voegele, Jimmy Smith, Nick Austin

• Power of agricultural research to transform rural livelihoods 
(Ed Mabaya, Kanayo Nwanze, Yemi Akinbamijo, Paul Schickler)

• Nutrition at the heart of agriculture (Raj Paroda, Lindiwe Majele
Sibanda, Rob Bertram)

• The past, present and future of breeding (Graham Moore, Nora 
Lapitan)

• Getting technical innovations to farmers for greater impact 
(Saidi Mkomwa, David Lobell, Ken Giller, Shamie Zingore) 



An inspirational start to the day!

“ I am a living 
testament to the 
power of 
agriculture to 
transform rural 
poverty”



The new CGIAR portfolio
“Today we have 60 
countries in a state of 
conflict. 

Without the CGIAR 
there would be 100”

• CGIAR is only 
organization to get World 
Bank grant

• Agricultural sector needs 
to move away from 
current trajectory





• Jointly develop 
improved crops using 
CRISPR-CAS 
technology to help 
smallholder farmers.

• First project will apply 
CRISPR-CAS 
technology to address 
MLN.

New public-private partnerships



Day 3: 
Advancing maize and wheat 
research for development



Highlights

• Gender balanced agriculture (Catherine Bertini, Shelley Feldman)

• Mexican partnerships for impact (Roberto Hernandez Ramirez, Valter
Brunner)

• New, exciting, innovative technologies (Denis Kyetere, Neal 
Gutterson)

• Public conversation and myths around food and agriculture 
(Julie Miller Jones, Tamar Haspel)

• Including and empowering the next generation (Jim Sumberg, 
Chunming Liu, Jehiel Oliver)



Investment in CIMMYT-Mexico
• Syngenta – extension of 

good growth plan
• Kellogg's – responsible 

sourcing project
• Investment in Yucatan –

Fundación de las 
haciendas del mundo maya

• State government
investment in MasAgro







Thank you!


