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CIMMYT® (www.cimmyt.org) is an internationally funded, nonprofit, scientific research and training
organization. Headquartered in Mexico, CIMMYT works with agricultural research institutions worldwide
to improve the productivity, profitability, and sustainability of maize and wheat systems for poor farmers
in developing countries. It is one of 16 food and environmental organizations known as the Future Harvest
Centers. Located around the world, the Future Harvest Centers conduct research in partnership with
farmers, scientists, and policymakers to help alleviate poverty and increase food security while protecting
natural resources. The centers are supported by the Consultative Group on International Agricultural
Research (CGIAR) (www.cgiar.org), whose members include nearly 60 countries, private foundations, and
regional and international organizations. Financial support for CIMMYT’s research agenda also comes
from many other sources, including foundations, development banks, and public and private agencies.

Future Harvest® builds awareness and support for food and environmental research
for a world with less poverty, a healthier human family, well-nourished children, and a
better environment. It supports research, promotes partnerships, and sponsors projects

that bring the results of research to rural communities, farmers, and families in Africa, Asia, and Latin
America (www.futureharvest.org).
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expressed in this publication are the sole responsibility of the authors. The designations employed in the
presentation of materials in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of CIMMYT or its contributory organizations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city,
or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. CIMMYT
encourages fair use of this material. Proper citation is requested.

Correct citation: Ekboir, J. (ed.) 2002. CIMMYT 2000-2001 World Wheat Overview and Outlook: Developing
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Abstract: Part 1 of this report (which is a continuation of CIMMYT’s World Wheat Facts and Trends series
under a new name) explores issues related to the development and adoption of no-till technology,
especially in small-scale agriculture. It describes no-till’s special features, the innovation systems through
which the technology evolves, a new framework for the socioeconomic study of the development and
adoption of no-till, and the methodological difficulties involved in measuring no-till’s benefits and
adoption. This information provides the context for a series of six case studies of no-till experiences among
small-scale farmers in Latin America, Africa, and Asia (and largely in wheat cropping systems). Part 1
concludes by discussing key factors conditioning the effectiveness of no-till programs for small-scale
farmers, including the implications for national and international agricultural research. Part 2 documents
that wheat yield potential has grown more rapidly in marginal compared to favorable environments in
recent years, explores the reasons for this growth, and discusses the implications for future wheat breeding
research for marginal areas. Part 3 tracks current and future trends in the global wheat market, with special
attention to policy in the United States, European Union, and China. Part 4 provides statistics on wheat
production, consumption, yields, and other variables.
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