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Conclusions

new technologies has dealt with the third
one, and the section on impact
assessment has dealt with the final
activity. Although this manual has
explained participatory research
activities in a fixed order, by now readers
will understand that these activities are
not steps in a strictly linear process.
During research on the interventions, or
even the impact assessment, new
understanding can be generated and
interventions can be modified or
changed. Finally, readers should be
reminded that they should pick and
choose the methods that are relevant for
their work rather than launching into
some predetermined scheme. The
specific methods selected should fit into
a coherent plan for technology
generation, rather than being one-off
exercises.

Farmer participatory research in
agriculture is, above all, a systematic
dialogue between farmers and scientists
to solve agricultural problems. The
methods presented in this book are tools
for guiding and organizing that
dialogue. As the reader has seen, this
manual and the agricultural research
projects it describes are structured to
reflect a sequence of participatory
research activities that can be
summarized as follows:

• learn from farmers;

• identify technological options to test;

• design a method to test them; and

• evaluate their impact.

Participating farmers and scientists
implement all these activities jointly. The
section on diagnosis in this manual has
dealt with the first two activities, the
section on the evaluation of current and
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