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CIMMYT® (www.cimmyt.org) is an internationally funded, nonprofit, scientific research and
training organization. Headquartered in Mexico, CIMMYT works with agricultural research
institutions worldwide to improve the productivity, profitability, and sustainability of maize and
wheat systems for poor farmers in developing countries. It is one of 16 food and environmental
organizations known as the Future Harvest Centers. Located around the world, the Future
Harvest Centers conduct research in partnership with farmers, scientists, and policymakers to
help alleviate poverty and increase food security while protecting natural resources. The centers
are supported by the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR)
(www.cgiar.org), whose members include nearly 60 countries, private foundations, and regional
and international organizations. Financial support for CIMMYT’s research agenda also comes
from many other sources, including foundations, development banks, and public and private
agencies.

Future Harvest® builds awareness and support for food and environmental research for a world
with less poverty, a healthier human family, well-nourished children, and a better environment.
It supports research, promotes partnerships, and sponsors projects that bring the results of
research to rural communities, farmers, and families in Africa, Asia, and Latin America

(www.futureharvest.org).
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Abstract: Although participatory plant breeding (PPB) is gaining greater acceptance worldwide,
the techniques needed to analyze the data from participatory methodologies in the context of
plant breeding are still not well known or understood. Scientists from different disciplines and
cropping backgrounds, working in international research centers and universities, discussed and
exchanged methods and ideas at a workshop on the quantitative analysis of data from
participatory methods in plant breeding. The papers in this volume address the three themes of
the workshop: designing and analyzing joint experiments involving variety evaluation by
farmers; identifying and analyzing farmers’ evaluations of crop characteristics and varieties; and
dealing with social heterogeneity and other research issues. Topics covered included different
statistical methodologies for analyzing data from on-farm trials; the mother-baby trial system,
which is designed to incorporate farmer participation into research; the identification and
evaluation of maize landraces by small-scale farmers; and a PPB process that aims to address the
difficulties of setting breeding goals and choosing parents in diversity research studies.
Summaries of the discussion, as well as the participatory breeding work currently conducted by
the participants, are provided.
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