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CIMMYT® (www.cimmyt.org) is an internationally funded, nonprofit, scientific research and training organization.
Headquartered in Mexico, CIMMYT works with agricultural research institutions worldwide to improve the
productivity, profitability, and sustainability of maize and wheat systems for poor farmers in developing countries. It
is one of 16 food and environmental organizations known as the Future Harvest Centers. Located around the world,
the Future Harvest Centers conduct research in partnership with farmers, scientists, and policymakers to help
alleviate poverty and increase food security while protecting natural resources. The centers are supported by the
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) (www.cgiar.org), whose members include nearly
60 countries, private foundations, and regional and international organizations. Financial support for CIMMYT’s
research agenda also comes from many other sources, including foundations, development banks, and public and
private agencies.

Future Harvest® builds awareness and support for food and environmental research for a
world with less poverty, a healthier human family, well-nourished children, and a better
environment. It supports research, promotes partnerships, and sponsors projects that bring the

results of research to rural communities, farmers, and families in Africa, Asia, and Latin America
(www.futureharvest.org).
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Abstract: This report has four parts. Part 1 focuses on the role international agricultural research institutions should
play in meeting the rapid growth in maize demand that is anticipated during the next 20 years. Constraints to maize
production in the developing world are prioritized globally and by region, including factors such as levels of poverty
and subsistence farming. Technological responses to the constraints are outlined and another prioritization exercise is
conducted to determine where and in which technologies public sector research investments would make the most
impact. Respective roles of the public and private sectors’ maize research efforts are delineated, as are areas for
collaboration. Part 2 of the report presents an overview of CIMMYT’s Global Maize Impacts Study, wherein the
contributions of public and private sector maize breeding are assessed in terms of impact in the developing world.
Part 3 discusses future trends in maize production and trade with particular emphasis on the United States, the
MERCOSUR countries, and China. Part 4 presents statistics on world maize production and consumption.
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